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'FLYING SAUCERS'
WERE HOT AIR
WASHINGTON,Dec. 11 (A.A.P.).-The

Civil Aeronautics Administration
said to-day

that a temperature phenomenonwas respon-

siblefor many "flyingsaucer"reports.

But it did not claim

thatthiswas the entire

answer,and urgedaddi-
tionalstudyof the
matter "throughobserva-

tions with more versatile

equipment."

The
administration

said its
TechnicalDevelopmentand
EvaluationCentre at Indiana-

polisundertooka studyof
"flyingsaucers"aftera flood
of reportsfrom the

administra-

tion's airplanetraffic control

towers.

Scoresof reportscame from
the controltowers at Wash-

ington, Atlanta, Boston,

Chicago,Cleveland,Minnea-
polis,and New York.

In checking back the re-
ports againstWeatherBureau
records, the administration

found"thata
temperature

in-
versionalmostalwaysexisted
when such targetsappeared

on the radar."

Temperatureinversionre-
sultedwhen air that had been

coolingwith increasedalti-
tude suddenlystartedbecom-
ing warmer,creatinga layer
of warmairon topof a mass

of coolair.

The
administration

said this
produceda refractingsurface

causing reflectionswhich
travelled

withthe windat, or
near, the temperature inver-
sion levelsand

ultimately

ran
into Civil Aeronautics Ad-
ministrationradar screens.

'These areas, possibly at-
mosphericeddiescreatedby
the shearingactionof dissimi-

lar air strata,werenot of
sufficientdensityto produce
directreturns(on the radar),

but could bend the radar

beam downwardto give a
ground return."

NO BURSTS OF SPEED

The reportsaid the study
showedno evidenceof the
objectshoveringor puttingon
any suddenspurtof speed,as
some reportssaid.
It

attributedreports of sud-
den burstsof speedon the
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partof the
"saucers"

to the
actionof radaroperatorsin
switchingfrom a fadingre-
flectionto one whichwas just
appearing

on his screen.


